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Biisiness

Gift trends:
Adults
want Ccozy,
while kids
want gross

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK - Cozy sweaters and
soft pajamas are in for adults. Kids,
meanwhile, are asking for board
games featuring fake poop and pim-
ples.

Those are just some of the trends
expected this holiday season, when
shoppers are projected to spend as
much as $720 billion, according to
the National Retail Federation.

Here’s what to expect:

Let’s get cozy

Blame it on holiday stress: Target,
Kohl’s and other retailers are pushing
“cozy” goods. That means pajamas
for the family, weighted blankets,
fuzzy mules and everything Sherpa —
from socks to sweatshirts.

“This holiday season we will see
this trend in all of its furriness,” says
Maria Rugolo, an apparel industry
analyst for NPD Group, in a company
blog.

Koh!’s is making it easy to choose
soft and snuggly fashions by promi-
nently displaying the looks near store
entrances and in nearly a dozen gift-
ing areas. Greg Revelle, Kohl’s chief
marketing officer, told reporters last
month that “cozy knits” was one of
the most searched-for terms on its
website last year.

Pimples, poop, something cute

“Gross definitely sells in the toy
business,” says Jim Silver, the editor
in chief of toy review site TTPM.com.

In one game, called Don’t Step In
It, players are blindfolded and have to
avoid stepping in soft, clay-like
“poop.” Aunicorn version of the game
features poop in bright colors. Both
have been on Amazon’s list of best-
selling toys.

Another popular game is Pimple
Pete, says Silver. Players pull, wiggle
or twist out squishy “zits” from a
plastic face. Losers get squirted with
water.

It’s not all gross. The LOL Surprise
brand is a hot seller again so far this
year, according to Adobe Analytics,
which tracks online spending. With
LOL Surprise, kids peel each layer of
a shrink-wrapped plastic ball to re-
veal dolls, stickers or other trinkets.

Spruced-up apps and websites

Old-guard retailers are adding
some new features to their shopping
apps and websites.

Using Target’s app, shoppers can
scan its physical toy catalog so they
can find more details about the items
and add them to their shopping cart.

The Kohl’s app offers the option to
scan and store Kohl’s cash and re-
deem the store’s rewards points and
gift cards in a digital wallet for easy
access to checkout. Shoppers can
also use the app to take photos of
products and then find similar items

See TRENDS, Page 3D
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A new building for Gartner is under construction in south Fort Myers and will be a part of a new commerce park
near Southwest Florida International Airport. PHOTOS BY AMANDA INSCORE/THE NEWS-PRESS

SKYPLEX

AT RSW

GAINS TENANTS,
NEW INTEREST

Commerce park could add
dual racetracks and more

Laura Ruane
Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

After years in the doldrums, the commerce park on
the grounds of Southwest Florida International Airport
appears to be moving forward.

That park is Skyplex. As of this month, more than
700 people work within its borders and thousands shop
there. More activity is sure to come.

Not every developer inquiry will become reality. But
if it did, portions of this land totaling more than 1,200
acres could sport acres of upscale office space, an air-
liner maintenance shop, two auto racetracks and more,
in just a few years. Among the interested: Alta Re-
sources, which runs customer service call centers, is
looking at Skyplex.

It’s good news for Lee County Port Authority and for
the local economy.

Skyplex is a redevelopment effort the port authority
launched after the present passenger terminal opened
south of the runway in 2005 - and the former terminal
to the north was deemed obsolete, and demolished.

The Great Recession stifled leasing at Skyplex. The
port authority revamped its marketing efforts after the
economy improved.

Now things are happening. And, to make parcels
more accessible, land-clearing is under way for the port
authority to build Skyplex Boulevard, which will con-
nect Daniels and Chamberlin parkways.

Port authority leaders have long cautioned that Sky-
plex could take 30 to 50 years to build out. But recent
developments suggest the pace could accelerate.

Sky Walk shopping plaza, Gartner expansion

In June 2017, the Publix supermarket-anchored Sky
Walk shopping center opened on port authority-owned
land at Daniels and Paul J. Doherty parkways.

Eleven out of 12 spaces are now occupied, said Brian
West, a spokesman for Publix, which now owns the
center.

Then early this month, more than 600 employees of
Gartner Inc. moved into two new office buildings con-
structed by a company affiliate. This was the first phase
of a two-phase expansion from Gartner’s original Fort
Myers campus in Gateway.

The Sky Walk shopping center, anchored by Publix,
opened last year off Daniels Parkway.

Gartner, a global research and advisory firm, em-
ploys more than 1,600 people in Southwest Florida.

The Publix-anchored center and Gartner’s new com-
plex “are putting us on the map,” said Ben Siegel, Lee
County Port Authority deputy director for administra-
tion.

All indications suggest more Skyplex developments
are on the horizon. Details are sketchy for some, but
here’s what is known from Lee County public records,
port authority staffers and conversations with develop-
er’s representatives:

Alta Resources, Project Arrow

Alta Resources isn't commenting. However, Lee
County public records from the past year strongly hint
the company is considering expanding into Skyplex —
much like Gartner, its Gateway neighbor.

Altais a Wisconsin-based firm that handles custom-
er service calls for big businesses.

James F. Bere Jr. is company chairman & CEO.

See SKYPLEX, Page 2D
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Heather Nigl is chief financial officer.

A log maintained to comply with Lee
County’s lobbying ordinance shows
that on Jan. 11, Jim Bere and Heather
Nigl met with Gene Meyers, port author-
ity division director/administration.

The topic: “Project Arrow.”

Then on May 14, logs show Assistant
County Manager Glen Salyer met about
Project Arrow with Joel Gunter, senior
director for business development at
Enterprise Florida, and Jason Randa-
core from Hickey & Associates, a site se-
lection consultancy.

And, county records show that on
Aug. 3, Salyer met or spoke by phone
about Project Arrow with several senior
Port Authority leaders including Siegel,
Meyers; Mark Fisher, port authority
deputy director for development; and
several other airport staffers.

Salyer met again on Aug. 13 with
some of the same port authority person-
nel.

After noting that a reporter’s inquiry
on Nov. 8 was based on public record,
Siegel at the port authority said: “I can
confirm we have talked with Alta; we're
in discussions with them.

“But I can’t go into any detail other
than they’re interested in a site.”

Three calls about Project Arrow from
The News-Press to Paul Makurat, Alta
Resources’ Fort Myers director, weren’t
returned.

When asked in late October about
Project Arrow, county spokesman Tim
Engstrom replied in an email to The
News-Press that Florida Statute
288.075 “renders records and informa-
tion related to economic development
incentive agreements confidential.”

Airliner maintenance and repair

In November 2017, county commis-
sioners acting as the airport board OK’d
a two-year lease with options for exten-
sions to an Illinois-based contractor and
developer who wants to erect a hangar
big enough to house a Boeing 747-400
wide-body jetliner at RSW.

Plainfield, Illinois-based Pentagon
Partners LLC would work with 7 acres of
unimproved land and nearly 4 acres of
aircraft apron on the northeastern side
of the airfield.

In aviation jargon, the occupying
business would be an MRO - a mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul facility —
with cargo and certain fueling services
also possible.

A tenant like that not only would bol-
ster Lee County Port Authority reve-
nues: It would bring new, high-skilled
workers into the area and fatten the
community’s tax base.

A year later, there’s no apparent
headway on this project. The developer
couldn’t be reached for comment.

“Pentagon continues working toward
finding the right business partner for
the development of the MRO,” said air-
port spokeswoman Victoria Moreland,
when a reporter asked her about it.

Motorsports project in discussion

A New York auto dealer is in very
early conversations with county offi-
cials on whether to build two automo-
bile racetracks on land at the airport.

Carmine Dell Aquila of Estero, who
owns a Nissan dealership on Long Is-
land, New York, is looking for a 400- to
500-acre site for a car racetrack with a
separate track for off-road vehicles.

The lure of the proposal from Dell
Aquila’s Amcar LLC could ultimately lie
in companion facilities if they are used

A new building for Gartner is under
construction off Chamberlin Parkway
in south Fort Myers.
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to train the next generation of automo-
tive technicians for increasingly high-
tech automobiles.

Fort Myers attorney Sawyer Smith
and associates passed out project over-
view packets earlier this month at a
meeting between county commission-
ers and the Airports Special Manage-
ment Committee, which is composed of
business people who advise commis-
sioners on airport policy.

The overview didn’t come up for dis-
cussion at that meeting.

However, amap in the overview envi-
sions several components including a
paved auto racetrack, a course for high-
performance off-road vehicles and an
auto tech college.

The overview’s map places the paved
course on the north side of the airport,
between Chamberlin and Daniels park-
ways, land that airport officials have
targeted for research and development
space and high quality office buildings.

This could prove to be a point of con-
tention.

Asked on Tuesday about where the
project was headed, Moreland would
only say: “We continue to have discus-

sions ... regarding a south-location par-
cel.” That land is on Airport Haul Road,
north of Alico Road, but south of the fu-
ture site of RSW’s second runway.

For his part, attorney Smith said the
project is in the early stages — and that
his client is looking at multiple sites, in-
cluding Southwest Florida Interna-
tional.

Development of a motorsports com-
plex would face hurdles beyond the port
authority.

There would be reviews at the county
level. Lee spokesman Engstrom said the
county has no applications related to
the proposed project.

The Federal Aviation Administration
also would have its say. Including exten-
sions, the FAA limits ground leases at
airports such as RSW to a maximum of
50 years.

“It takes a more-sophisticated lend-
er” to work with developers building on
a ground lease, said Stan Stouder, a
founding partner at CRE (Commercial
Real Estate) Consultants.

A lender has plenty of security at the
start of a 50-year ground lease, but con-
siderably less opportunity to recover the
loan amount as years pass.

That’s because, at the end of the
lease term, the landowner can tell the
building occupant to vacate the prem-
ises, “the building belongs to me.”

On the other hand, depending on
how the economy and surrounding de-
velopment fare, the developer could see
an opportunity to redevelop a property
that’s risen considerably in value, while
still paying below-market rent through a
ground lease.

Some developers will take on the
challenges of a ground lease because
they know what a location at Southwest
Florida International offers, Stouder
said: “You’ve got great transportation
and great demographics.”
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